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creative World-ground. This World-ground is further defined as a " tran- 
scendent meta-cosmic principle of being, ' ' which can only be conceived as 
"intelligent, purposive, and creative will" (p. 254). 

To criticise the work in detail would involve entering upon nearly all 
the vexed problems of metaphysics. The difficulties which the author has 
upon his hands are obvious. They include not only the difficulties incident 
to the form of pluralism here presented, but also those of a complete dual- 
ism of mind and matter and the extreme form of interaction resulting. A 
single criticism of a fundamental character, so far as the purpose of the au- 
thor is concerned, may here be offered. Dr. Wartenberg has contended 
for a pluralism against Lotze's monism largely, it would seem, in the in- 
terests of the freedom of the individual. But in the end he admits that the 
plurality is only relative and must be referred to a unitary World-ground. 
Is not the difference between the two systems at most one of degree? 
Lotze, too, admits a 'relative plurality.' If Dr. Wartenberg has thrust 
the unitary principle further back, he has as a result encountered the enor- 
mous — to me insuperable — difficulties of a transcendent, ' extra-cosmic ' 
Deity, while it may be questioned whether he has bettered the case of the 
individual. If all the activities of the many are due, as the author admits, to 
the properties with which a creative will has endowed them, is not this will 
as strictly the cause of every event as if operating by immanent causation. 
The Deity can hardly be excused from responsibility for the world which he 
has made by merely establishing an alibi. W. G. Everett. 

Brown University. 

Maine de Biran : Ein Beitrag zur Geschichte der Metaphysik und der 
Psychologie des Willens. Von Alfred Kuhtmann. Bremen, Max 
Nossler, 1901. — pp. viii, 195. 

The author of this volume presents a rather elaborate discussion of the 
psychology and philosophy of Maine de Biran, whom he regards of histor- 
ical importance as furnishing the connecting link between the sensation- 
alism of Condillac and the eclecticism and idealism of later French philos- 
ophy. No attempt is made, however, to exalt Maine de Biran to the 
place of a philosopher of the first rank. The purpose of the work is rather 
to show the significance of the problem of the will, with which he almost 
exclusively concerned himself, and to discuss the value of all the literature 
which has gathered about his name. Condillac, Laromiguiere, and De- 
stutt de Tracy naturally appear as prominent figures in the earlier part of 
the work. An attempt is also made to treat the theories of the will held 
by all the leading European philosophers prior to the time of Maine de 
Biran. In the latter part of the work an entire chapter is given to Scho- 
penhauer and Wundt. 

As the philosophy of Maine de Biran is, in a peculiar sense, the product 
of his personality, the record of his life properly receives considerable at- 
tention. This chapter deals somewhat too exclusively with the outward 
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aspects of his life. And yet there are not wanting glimpses into his inner 
history with its almost tragic unrest, which drove him to seek refuge in re- 
ligious mysticism. 

At the close, the author gives a brief statement of his own philosophical 
position, which may be described as a modified agnosticism. The problem 
of metaphysics is unsolved, if not insoluble. This fact, however, does not 
destroy the value of philosophical speculation, which is a necessary form 
of the higher conscious life of the race. 

The book, which shows painstaking scholarship, should prove of histor- 
ical value. Its chief defect seems to me to be in the use and arrangement 
of material. If all that is here offered could have been fused by some cen- 
tral principle into a progressive and unitary discussion, the interest of the 
work would have been much enhanced. W. G. Everett. 

Brown University. 

Die Erkenntnisstheorie von Tetens : Eine historisch-kritische Studie. Von 

Gustav Storring. Leipzig, Verlag von Wilhelm Engelmann, 1901. 

— pp. viii, 160. 

The writer believes that Tetens has not received justice at the hands of 
those who have gone into his theory of knowledge. Much philological 
work is required, in his opinion, to discover the meaning of this thinker. 
It is worth while to undertake this task, first, on account of the interesting 
historical relations which Tetens' s theory of knowledge bears to Hume, 
Leibniz, and Kant ; secondly, because it has systematic interest. His psy- 
chological genesis of the notions whose validity is discussed in epistemology, 
is valuable even now, while his epistemological theories are, to say the least, 
still stimulating. 

Dr. Storring gives an interesting exposition and criticism of Tetens' s 
epistemology. In connection with this, he presents his own views on the 
psychical genesis of epistemological notions, the epistemological significance 
of the laws of thought, and a defense of the application of the psycho- 
genetic method in the theory of knowledge. Tetens accepts the genetic 
method ; Kant rejects it. The method is a proper method, only we must 
remember that the psychological derivation of an epistemological concept 
does not necessarily validate that concept. If it is a necessity of thought, 
then the psychological genesis is an excellent heuristical principle for episte- 
mology ; if it is not, it has no epistemological value. Tetens fails to distin- 
guish between psychological necessity and logical necessity, hence he often 
recognizes notions as valid whose psychical genesis he can trace. 

Tetens and Kant agree in distinguishing sensibility and understanding ; 
sensibility and understanding cooperate in the production of all knowledge. 
They also agree that the a priori functions do not give us knowledge of 
things-in-themselves. They differ in this : For Kant our knowledge has 
objective validity, while, according to Tetens, we never get beyond subjective 
validity. Both Tetens and Kant have been influenced by Hume and 



